
 

 

The Bitter Root 
Hebrews 12:14-15 

Traveling Light for Christmas Week 3 
 
“Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy … 15 See to 
it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows 
up to cause trouble and defile many.”- Hebrews 12:14-15  
 

You can’t CONTROL what people do, but you can control how you 
RESPOND. 

 
THE PROBLEM WITH BITTERNESS:  

 

• BITTERNESS HAS A DANGEROUS ROOT. 
 

“See to it that … no bitter root grows up to cause trouble …”- Hebrews 
12:15 
 

• BITTERNESS PRODUCES A POISONOUS FRUIT. 
 
“See to it that … no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.” 
- Hebrews 12:15 
 

HOW DO YOU KILL THE ROOT OF BITTERNESS? 
 
“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 
every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”- Ephesians 4:31-32 
 

• KILL BITTERNESS WITH COMPASSION. 
 
“Be kind and compassionate to one another …”- Ephesians 4:32 
 
“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”- Romans 12:21 
 
“Bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”- Luke 6:28 

• KILL BITTERNESS WITH FORGIVENESS. 



 

 

 
“Get rid of all bitterness … 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”- Ephesians 4:31-32 
 
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”- 
Romans 12:18 
 
“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you.”- Ephesians 4:32 
 

Digging Deeper & Life Application 

• Read Hebrews 12:14-15. What are some bitter roots you could take 
care of before they grow up to cause trouble? 

• How will you kill bitterness with compassion and forgiveness? Share 
some specific ideas. 


