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COMING TO OUR SENSES 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-24 
Ashes to Fire Week 4 

 
“Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus 
teach. 2 This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that 
he was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them!  
3 So Jesus told them this story…11 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told 
them this story: “A man had two sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I 
want my share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to 
divide his wealth between his sons. 13 “A few days later this younger son 
packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted 
all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his money ran out, a great 
famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 He persuaded a local 
farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 16 

The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the 
pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. 
17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the 
hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 
I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both 
heaven and you, 19 and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. 
Please take me on as a hired servant.”’ 20 “So he returned home to his 
father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. 
Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and 
kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both 
heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.’ 22 
“But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the 
house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 
And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 
for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but 
now he is found.’ So the party began.” – Luke 15:1-3, 11-24 (NLT) 
 

WE WORSHIP: 
1. A GOD WHO REGRETS YOUR REBELLION. 

 
The greater the capacity to love, the greater the capacity to be hurt. 

 
2. A GOD WHO RUNS WHEN YOU RETURN. 
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“…he wasted all his money in wild living.” – Luke 15:13 (NLT) 

 
“When he finally came to his senses,…” – Luke 15:17 (NLT) 

 
P.O.T.D.–the Point of Total Desperation. 

 
18 “Suppose a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey his 
father or mother, even though they discipline him. 19 In such a case, the 
father and mother must take the son to the elders as they hold court at the 
town gate. 20 The parents must say to the elders, ‘This son of ours is 
stubborn and rebellious and refuses to obey. He is a glutton and a 
drunkard.’ 21 Then all the men of his town must stone him to death. In this 
way, you will purge this evil from among you, and all Israel will hear about 
it and be afraid.” – Deuteronomy 21:18-21 (NLT) 

 
20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, 
his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his 

son, embraced him, and kissed him.” – Luke 15:20 (NLT) 
 

“It was not with icy eyes that the father looked on his returning son. Love 
filled his heart as he beheld him. There was no anger in his heart toward his 
son. It was true that it was all his own fault, but that did not come before 
his father’s mind. It was the state that he was in, his poverty, his 
degradation, that pale face of his so wan with hunger, that touched his 
father to the quick. We read that the father RAN! The compassion of God is 
followed by swift movements. He is slow to anger, but He is quick to bless. 
God comes flying in the greatness of His compassion to help every poor 
soul that returns to Him.” – Charles Spurgeon 
 

3. A GOD WHO RESTORES YOU WHEN YOU REPENT. 
 

“21His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 
and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.” – Luke 15:21 
 

Digging Deeper & Life Application: 

• Do you stay in fellowship with God because of fear or because you 
truly want to? 

• Some people will run and run from God. What’s your distant land? 
How far have you run from Him? 
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• What do you need to repent of to return to fellowship with God?  
Why is that we tend to run from His goodness and love? 


